
NGC News 

2016-W Proof Silver Eagle Special Designations 

The eagerly awaited 30th Anniversary Proof Silver Eagle — the first in 
the series to feature edge lettering — goes on sale on Friday, Sept. 16 
at 12 p.m. EST. NGC has created a celebratory label for this coin and 
will offer its popular Early Releases and First Releases designations. 
Read this article... 

NGC and Stack’s Bowers Galleries Identify New California 
Fractional Gold Variety 

New variety of 1854 Octagonal California Gold Dollar, BG-529a, 
graded NGC AU 55. 

Read this article... 

Modern Chinese Varieties: 1988 G100Y Zhao Kungyin 

This is the 20th installment of our monthly column devoted to modern 
Chinese varieties. 

Read this article... 

NGC Registry Awards 2016 

By Collectors Society 

Every year, NGC awards the top Competitive Sets and Custom Sets in 
the NGC Registry. Ensure your set is at its best by 10 a.m. EST on 
Dec. 1 to be automatically considered for awards. Winners will be 
announced Jan. 6, 2017. 

Read this article... 

NGC Registry News 

By Collectors Society 

Get your Registry sets ready! Additional NGC World Registry sets and 
five new world categories are now available. 

Read this article... 

David W. Lange Receives Two NLG Awards 

NGC's research director has received Numismatic Literary Guild 
Awards for his book and monthly column. 

Read this article... 

NGC Accepting Submissions at Las Vegas Numismatic 
Society Fali Show 

Drop off your submissions at NGC's booth at the Las Vegas Show, 
Sept. 23-24. 

Read this article... 

NGC Ancients: Ancient Die Engravers 

The tradition of die engravers or designers signing their work can be 
traced back to the fifth century B.C. 

Read this article... 


f o H 



• Submit directly to NGC 

• Online submission forms 
and order tracking 

• Membershipsfrom $39/yr 

Join Today > 














Counterfeit Detection: Liberty Haif Eagles 

These counterfeit gold coins were found unexpectedly among a group 
of US coins freshly returned from Europe. 

Read this article... 

USA Coin Album: Numismatic Lame Ducks 

In politics, a lame duck is an official whose term of office is conciuding 
and whose successor has already been elected. In effect, this person 
is seen as no longer useful. This term has a numismatic appiication as 
well. 

Read this article... 

Chinese Pandas: Setting the Bar High in Shenyang 

By Peter Anthony 

For its 120th anniversary, the Shenyang Mint has unveiled numerous 
commemorative items, inciuding a half-kilogram silver bar with an 
enchanting panorama of images from three decades of Panda coins. 
Read this article... 

NCS Conservation: Special Concerns For Gold Coins 

Although gold coins are less impacted by environmental effects than 
silver and copper coins, they are not compieteiy impervious to such 
damage. 

Read this article... 

From the NGC Archives: 1870 Proof Half Dollar Silver 
Pattern J-982, P-1102 

Pattern coins are among the most exotic entries in the United States 
series. 

Read this article... 
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2016-W Proof Silver Eagle 
Special Designations 

Posted on 8/26/2016 


The eagerly awaited 30th Anniversary Proof Silver Eagle — the first in the series 
to feature edge lettering — goes on sale on Friday, Sept. 16 at 12 p.m. EST. NGC 
has created a celebratory label for this coin and will offer its popular Early 
Releases and First Releases designations. 

The US Mint is set to release the 2016-W Proof Silver Eagle on Friday, 

September 16. The most widely collected modern silver coin in the world, the 
American Silver Eagle was first issued in 1986. In celebration of the coin's 30th 
anniversary, all 2016-W Proof Silver Eagles will feature an incuse "30th 
ANNIVERSARY" edge inscription — a first for the series. 

NGC has designed a special three prong EdgeView® holder to better facilitate 
viewing of the coin's lettered edge. Every 2016-W Proof Silver Eagle submitted to 
NGC will be encapsulated in the specially designed holder. 




2016-W Proof Silver Eagle 
Click images to enlarge. 



Edge Lettering 
Click images to enlarge. 


A commemorative 30th Anniversary Silver Eagle NGC certification label will be 
available at no additional charge for these coins. NGC will also offer its popular 
Early Releases® and First Releases® designations for 2016-W Proof Silver 
Eagles received within the first 30 days of release for an additional fee of $15 per 
coin. Select Special Label/Releases on the submission form. Learn more about 
Early Releases and First Releases here. Also see Early Releases / First Releases 
cutoff dates. See the submission instructions below. 

Submission instructions: 

• Submit the coins under the Modern grading tier or higher. If Early Releases 
or First Releases is desired, select Special Designation/Label and check 
either Early Releases or First Releases. If you do not want the Early 
Releases or First Releases designations, the 30th Anniversary label will still 
be included by default with the Modern grading tier fee. 

• To qualify for Early Releases or First Releases coins must be received by 
NGC before the Early Releases/First Releases cutoff date. 

• The default label will be NGC's special 30th Anniversary label, shown below: 











EAGLE 30^» ANNIVERSARY 


4iNGC® 


• If you would prefer the Blue Early Releases label (shown below), write Blue 
Early Releases in bold letters on the NGC Submission Form. 


EARLY RELEASES® 






• If you would prefer the Blue First Releases label (shown below), write Blue 
First Releases Label in bold letters on the NGC Submission Form. 


FIRST RELEASES® 




i 


• If you would prefer NGC's Standard Brown label (shown below), write 
Standard Brown Label in bold letters on the NGC Submission Form. 


NUMISMATK GUARAWP< CORPORATION 


iNGC® 


• Remove the coins from the US Mint packaging and submit them raw in 
capsules. Do not submit the Mint packaging. 

• If you would like Mint capsules returned, select “Return Mint Packaging” in 
section 3. 


Questions? Contact NGC Customer Service at Service@NGCcoin.com or 1-800- 
NGC-COIN (1-800-642-2646). 

Dealers should contact Miles Standish at Miles@NGCcoin.com or Scott Heller at 
SHeller@NGCcoin.com for bulk submissions. 


Collectors Society paid members can submit their coins directly to NGC. Not an 









NGC Collectors Society member? Paid memberships start at just $39/year. Join 
today. 
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NGC and Stack’s Bowers 
Galleries Identify New 
California Fractional Gold 
Variety 

Posted on 9/13/2016 


New variety of 1854 Octagonal California Gold Dollar, BG-529a, graded NGC Ail 
55. 


Numismatic Guaranty Corporation and Stack’s Bowers Galleries have identified a 
new variety of California Fractional Gold. The 1854 Octagonal California Gold 
Dollar was recently submitted to NGC for attribution and grading. 


1854 OaAG LIBERTY G$l 

BG-529a 

AU 55 


J899234-0I3 

iiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 









1854 Octagonal California Gold Dollar BG-529a 
Graded NGC AU 55 
Click images to enlarge. 


California Fractional Gold Pieces were struck by private mints in California in 
order to fill a need for smaller denominations in commerce. The coins were issued 











beginning in 1852 in 25 cent, 50 cent and one dollar denominations. All California 
Gold Pieces are attributed by NGC at no additional charge according to “BG” 
numbers, from the last names of Walter Breen (“B”) and Ronald J. Gillio ("G"), 
authors of the reference book for the series, California Pioneer Fractional Gold. 



1854 Octagonal California Gold Dollar BG-529a 
Graded NGC AU 55 
Click images to enlarge. 


NGC graders attempted to attribute the 1854 Octagonal California Gold Dollar 
according to the BG catalog numbers but determined that it did not match any of 
the known varieties listed in the reference book. The coin was clearly struck from 
the same reverse die as BG-529, identified by the two stars between GOLD and 
DERI, but the obverse was quite different. There were notable dissimilarities in the 
placement of both the head and stars. 

NGC brought the coin to the World’s Fair of Money show in Anaheim, California, 
to show it to Gillio, who serves as Executive Director of Consignments / 
Numismatics Acquisitions Coordinator for Stack’s Bowers Galleries. Gillio, along 
with John M. Pack, also Executive Director of Consignments for Stack’s Bowers 
Galleries, and numismatic researcher Robert D. Leonard, Jr., confirmed that this 
piece was a new variety, which they listed as BG-529a. 





left to right: Ronald J. Gillio, John M. Pack and Robert D. Leonard, Jr., examining the coin. 

Click image to enlarge. 


New California Fractional Gold varieties are seldom identified with a new 
discovery made only once every four or five years. This significant find is now 
graded NGC AD 55 and encapsulated with a label bearing its BG-529a attribution. 
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Modern Chinese Varieties: 1988 
GiooY Zhao Kungyin 

Posted on 9/13/2016 


This is the 20th instaiiment of our monthiy coiumn devoted to modern Chinese 
varieties. 


This month we will feature another 1988 GIOOY with high and low date located on 
the obverse of the coin. This time it is for the Zhao Kungyin coin. 

This is an example of the high date which is also located far from the rim (Photos 
1 & 2 ). 




1988 GIOOY Zhao Kungyin with high date (obverse) (left) and close up of high date (right) 

Click images to enlarge. 


This is an example of a low date which is located close to the rim (Photos 3 & 4). 







1988 G100Y Zhao Kungyin with low date (obverse) (left) and close up of low date (right) 

Click images to enlarge. 


Both of these coins share a comnnon reverse featuring the portrait of Zhao 
Kungyin (Photo 5). 



1988 G100Y Zhao Kungyin (reverse) 
Click image to enlarge. 


Look for another interesting variety to be featured next month. 
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NGC Registry Awards 2016 


Posted by Collectors Society on 9/13/2016 


Every year, NGC awards the top Competitive Sets and Custom Sets in the NGC 
Registry. Ensure your set is at its best by 10 a.m. EST on Dec. 1 to be 
automatically considered for awards. Winners will be announced Jan. 6, 2017. 


As in past years, the winners will include world-class collections and incredible 
exhibitions. Make sure yours are among them, and see if your collection has what 
it takes! This year, awards are being presented in the following categories: 

Competitive Set Awards 

Awards will be presented in the following four categories: 

• The FIVE Best CLASSIC Sets: 1792-1964 

• The FIVE Best MODERN Sets: 1950 to date (including Jefferson Nickels 
and Roosevelt Dimes) 

• The FIVE Best PRESENTED Sets: Sets with the best descriptive text and 
coin images 

• The FIVE Best WORLD Sets 


Custom Set Awards 

Awards will be presented in the following five categories: 

• The Best Overall Custom Set 

• The Best World Custom Set 

• The Best Ancient Custom Set 

• The Most Creative Custom Set 

• The Most Informative Custom Set 


Take the honors in one of these categories, and you’ll receive a personalized 
plaque, an icon of recognition next to your set’s registry listing and a one-year 
Collectors Society Premium Membership. If you are already a Collectors Society 



Associate or Premium member, your account will be renewed for one year at the 
Premium level. 

To participate, just enter your set online in the NGC Registry. Sets must be at 
least 50% complete to be eligible for the award categories above. 

Collectors Journal Awards 

Additionally, we will award three outstanding Collectors Journal authors. We will 
consider an author's complete collection of journal entries in determining the 
winners. Journals entries will be judged on writing talent, creativity, enthusiasm, 
numismatic knowledge and, most importantly, the sharing of a personal sense of 
the collecting journey. The winning authors will receive a personalized plaque and 
an icon of recognition on their homepages. 

Also, collectors with the #1 set in each category and collectors with the #1 ranked 
NGC exclusive set in each category will receive an icon of recognition by his/her 
set in the Registry and a certificate of achievement. 

Obscured sets will not be considered for awards. If an owner of an obscured 

set wishes to compete for awards and have the rank of their set displa yed. 
they must change their set from obscured to public by October 1 . 2016. 

The deadline for set updates and journal entries is 10 a.m. EST on 
December 1, 2016. 

Winners will be announced on January 6, 2017. 

Click to view previous year's award winners. 

Special note: In response to participant feedback, an opt-out feature has been 
added on the edit set page for users with a No. 1 set who wish to NOT receive a 
certificate in the mail. If your set is No. 1 at the award deadline and you choose to 
opt out of receiving the certificate, your set is still named No. 1 and gets the award 
icon online. Opting out only means you wouldn't receive the paper certificate in 
the mail. 
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NGC Registry News 


Posted by Collectors Society on 9/13/2016 


Get your Registry sets ready! Additional NGC World Registry sets and five new 
world categories are now available. 


Mark your calendars! December 1, 2016 at 10 a.m. is 
the deadline to make any changes for consideration 
for the 2016 Annual NGC Registry Awards. What 
does this deadline mean? After 10 a.m. on December 
1, any changes you make to your registry sets, such as adding or replacing coins, 
photos, or comments, etc., will not be considered for this year’s awards. You need 
not do anything to be considered for the awards, but please note that obscured 
sets need to be made public by October 1, 2016 to be eligible. We will assess all 
sets that have been created by you, our valued collectors. We appreciate all of 
our participants’ efforts and look forward to viewing your unique collections. We 
will announce the winners on Friday, January 6, 2017. 



We have heard your latest requests and rolled out additional NGC World Registry 
sets and five new World Categories. More are on the way in the coming weeks. 
Check out the new sets, below. Do you have an idea for a new Competitive NGC 
set? Let us know at registry@ngccoin.com. Also, please email us with other NGC 
Registry questions; we are here to help. Thank you for your continued support. 

New Categories: 


• Equatorial Guinea 

• Latvia 

• Solomon Islands 

• Tanzania 

• Zimbabwe 


New Sets: 




• China - Commemorative: 2016 World Heritage Site, Dazu Rock Carving Set, 
Complete Proof 

• Egypt: Farouk, Silver & Gold Type Set, 1936-1952, Mint State 

• Egypt: First Republic, Silver & Gold Type Set, 1953-1958, Mint State 

• Egypt: United Arab Republic, Silver & Gold Type Set, 1958-1971, Mint State 

• Egypt: Abdul Hamid II, Silver & Gold Type Set, 1876-1909, Mint State 

• Egypt: Muhammed V, Silver Type Set, 1909-1914, Mint State 

• Egypt: Hussein Kamil, Silver & Gold Type Set, 1914-1917, Mint State 

• Equitorial Guinea: Silver 1000 Francos, 2001-Date, Proof 

• Great Britain - Pre-Decimal: Sixpence, 1787-1820 (George III), Proof 

• Isle of Man: Half Sovereign, 1/2 Pound, One-Per-Date, 1965-Date, 
Circulation Issue 

• Isle of Man: Gold 2 Pounds, 1973-1982, Circulation Issue 

• Jamaica: Dollar Type Set, 1969-Date, Proof 

• Jamaica: Silver $5, 1971-Date, Proof 

• Jamaica: Silver $10, 1972-Date, Proof 

• Jamaica: Silver $25, 1978-Date, Proof 

• Jamaica: Silver $50, 1995-Date, Proof 

• Jamaica: Gold $100, 1975-Date, Proof 

• Jamaica: Gold $250, 1978-Date, Proof 

• Latvia: First Republic Type Set, 1918-1939, Circulation Issue 

• Latvia: Silver Lats, 1995-Date, Proof (big set) 

• Latvia: Silver 10 Latu, 1995-Date, Proof 

• Latvia: Silver 20 Latu, 1997-Date, Proof 

• Latvia: Gold 10 Latu, 1997-Date, Proof 

• Latvia: Gold 100 Latu, 1993-Date, Proof 

• Latvia: Silver 5 Euro, 2014-Date, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2016, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2015, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2014, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2013, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2012, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2011, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2010, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $2, 2016, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $2, 2015, Proof and Prooflike 

• Niue: Silver $2, 2014, Proof and Prooflike 

• Niue: Silver $2, 2013, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $2, 2012, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $2, 2011, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $2, 2010, Proof 







• Palau: Silver $5, 2008-Date, Mint State 

• Portugal: 2 & 1/2 Escudos 1932-1951, Circulation Issue 

• Portugal: 5 Escudos 1932-1951, Circulation Issue 

• Portugal: 10 Escudos 1932-1955, Circulation Issue 

• Portugal: Silver Escudo Coinage Type Set, 2.5-50 Escudos, 1932-1985, 
Circulation Issue 

• Russia: Silver 2 Roubles, Standard coinage 1993-1997, Proof 

• Rwanda and Burundi: Gold 5000 Francs, 1990-Date, Proof 

• South Africa- Republic: 2012 Proof Set 

• South Africa- Republic: 2013 Proof Set 

• South Africa- Republic: 2014 Proof Set 

• South Africa- Republic: 2015 Proof Set 

• South Africa- Republic: 2016 Proof Set 

• Tanzania: Silver 100 Shilingi Type Set, 1984-Date, Mint State & Proof 

• Tanzania: Silver 1000 Shilingi, 2013-Date, Proof 

Some of the many new slots can be found here: 

• Alderney: Silver 5 Pounds, 1995-Date, Proof 

• Australia - Decimal: One Dollar, 1984-Date, Proof 

• Australia - Bullion: Kangaroo Silver Dollars, 1990-Date, Complete (Incl. 
Varieties) 

• Australia - Bullion: Kangaroo Gilt Silver Dollars, 1 Ounce, 2003-Date, Mint 
State 

• Australia - Commemorative: Wedge-Tailed Eagle, Silver Dollars, 2014-Date, 
Complete 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $20, 2016-Date, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $20, 1985-2016, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $20, 2016, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $25, 2007-Date, Specimen & Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $30, 2005-Date, Proof 

• Chile: 5 Pesos, 1976-Date, Complete Circulation Issue 

• Chile: 10 Pesos, 1976-Date, Complete Circulation Issue 

• China - Panda: Gold 1/4 ounce or 8 grams Panda Commemoratives, 2004- 
Date, Mint State and Proof 

• Great Britain - Pre-Decimal: Sixpence, 1787-1820 (George III), Circulation 
Issue 

• Great Britain - Decimal: Silver Two Pounds Pieforts (Elizabeth II) 1989-Date, 
Proof 

• Japan: Silver 1000 Yen, 2002-Date, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2007-Date, Proof and Prooflike 






• Niue: Silver $1, 2016, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $2, 2006-Date, Proof and Prooflike 

• Spain: Silver 10 Euros, 2002-Date, Proof 

• US: American Eagle and Buffalo Coins: American Eagles, 1986-Date, 
Complete 

• US: American Eagle and Buffalo Coins: 1 Ounce Platinum Eagles, 1997- 
Date, Mint State 

• US: American Eagle and Buffalo Coins: Platinum Eagles, 1997-Date, Mint 
State 

• US: Dimes: Roosevelt Dimes 1950-Date, Proof Issue (Incl. Varieties) 

• US: Dimes: Roosevelt Dimes 1950-1964, Proof Issue (Incl. Varieties) 

Do you have an NGC-certified coin in your hand and you’re not sure where it may 
fit in the NGC Registry? We are here to help with requests and with other 
questions you may have. Feel free to send us an email, and let us know exactly 
how we can help. Reach us easily via email at registry@NGCcoin.com. 

If you're not familiar with the NGC Registry, take some time to explore it, and see 
the many collecting options that are available. It is completely complimentary. If 
you have any questions, you may also click below for our help page: 

NGC COLLECTION MANAGER and REGISTRY HELP - Table of Contents 
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David W. Lange Receives Two 
NLG Awards 


Posted on 9/13/2016 


NGC's research director has received Numismatic Literary Guild Awards for his 
book and monthly column. 

NGC Research Director and author David W. Lange received two awards from the 
Numismatic Literary Guild at the ANA World's Fair of Money: 


Extraordinary Merit for his book Coin 
Collecting Albums - A Complete History and 
Catalog, Volume 2. This book reveals the story 
behind perhaps the most popular line of coin 
albums ever produced. Issued from 1959 to 
1971, the Library of Coins albums were 
notable for their extensive list of titles that 
included all United States coin series by date, 
mint and varieties, with the exception of gold 
coins. A complete roster of albums for 
Canada’s decimal coinage was also offered. 

Extraordinary Merit for Best Column - Large 
Publications. Lange's monthly article USA 

Coin Album, appears monthly in The Numismatist ar\6 is reprinted in the NGC 
eNewsletter. 
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NGC Accepting Submissions at 
Las Vegas Numismatic Society 
Fall Show 


Posted on 9/13/2016 

Drop off your submissions at NGC's booth at the Las Vegas Show, Sept. 23-24. 

NGC will be accepting regular submissions for all service levels* at the Las Vegas 
Numismatic Society Show, at the Westgate Resort & Casino in Las Vegas, NV 
from 10:00 a.m. on Friday, September 23 - 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, September 
24, 2016. Check with show staff for cut-off time. Cut-off time may change due to 
submission volumes. All submissions will be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. 
Services include World Services, Ancient Coin Services, Bulk, PHOTO PROOF® 
and more. 

Special Note: 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: Coins over 3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" 
(10 mm) in depth, 100th Anniversary Gold Mercury Dime and Standing 
Liberty Quarter, March of Dimes 3-coin set. West Point 2-coin set, San 
Francisco 2-coin Proof set. Coin & Currency sets, 25th Anniversary Eagles, 
20th Anniversary Eagles, Early Releases, American Liberty Series and 10th 
Anniversary Platinum Sets. These submissions must be sent directly to 
Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 




Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 

NGC is the official grading service of the ANA and PNG. 
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NGC Ancients: Ancient Die 
Engravers 

Posted on 9/13/2016 


The tradition of die engravers or designers signing their work can be traced back 
to the fifth century B.C. 

Collectors of US coins are familiar with the names Gobrecht, Longacre, Morgan, 
Barber and Saint-Gaudens, to name but a few. These artists designed many of 
the coins that are so popular with collectors today. After the appearance of Victor 
D. Brenner’s ‘V.D.B.’ on the Lincoln cent in 1909, many artists began to put their 
initials on their work. Now one can observe a wide range of signatures on U.S. 
coins, including FS on the Jefferson nickel, JS on the Roosevelt dime and JF on 
the Washington quarter (and many more still on modern commemorative 
quarters). 

However, the tradition of die engravers or designers signing their work is not a 
modern invention, it goes back to the 5th Century B.C. Ancient coin collectors are 
fortunate to know the names of many of the artists who engraved the dies used to 
strike coins. The high point for signed dies came in Sicily in the late 5th Century 
B.C. At this time many Sicilian artists signed their dies, almost as if there was a 
competition among the engravers to see who could produce the most beautiful 
coins. 


These men clearly were proud of their work and they wanted everyone to know 
who had produced the dies. Some of them worked only for one city (presumably, 
their home town), whereas others produced dies for more than one mint. 



Syracusan Tetradrachm, obverse die signed by Eumenes, 
reverse die signed by Eukieidas. 

Click image to enlarge. 


In Acragas we see the work of Silanos. In Camarina, we have Exakestidas. In 
Catena we see Euainetos, Prokles, Herakleidas and Choirion signing their dies. At 
Himera we have the unknown ‘MAI’ who signed his work. At Messana a Simin 
signed his work, and at Naxos there is Prokles. In Syracuse we have Kimon, 
Euainetos, Eukieidas, Phrygillos, Euarchidas, Eumenes, Parmenides and Sosion. 



Syracusan Decadrachm signed by Kimon 
Click image to enlarge. 


Today, the coins of these artists are actively sought by collectors and many are 
considered to be some of the finest examples of Greek numismatic art. It is 
always a matter of curiosity, however, that some artists who produced remarkable 
dies in this period did not sign their dies. Perhaps there were clashes of 
personalities (as often has been observed at the US Mint) that allowed a person in 
authority to suppress the notoriety of an engraver. 

The signing of dies didn’t end in 5th Century B.C. Over the next several centuries, 
many die engravers signed their work, although their signatures tended to be 
initials or abbreviations so today we do not know the artist’s full name. A few who 
worked at mints in Southern Italy include ‘Kal’ and ‘Sosi’ in Heracleia, ‘Apol’ in 
Metapontum, Molossos in Thurium and Philiston in Velia. 



Pharsalos Drachm signed by Telephantos. 
Click image to enlarge. 


Moving further east, to the Greek mainland, we find Telephantos and ‘Hip’ in 
Pharsalos. In Larissa we have dies signed ‘Simo’ and ‘Ai’. In Egypt early in the 3rd 
century B.C. we encounter the “Delta” engraver who signed many dies used to 
strike coins for Kings Ptolemy I (305/4-282 B.C.) and Ptolemy II (285/4-246 B.C.) 
using a small Delta behind the king’s ear. 



Larissa Drachm signed by the engraver "Simo". 
Click image to enlarge. 


Unfortunately for Roman coin collectors, we know virtually nothing about the 
engravers who often produced such wonderful dies. Only one issue of the triumvir 
Marc Antony is known to have been signed: a silver denarius of 32 B.C. is signed 
with a small P behind Antony’s ear. 



Marc Antony Denarius signed by the artist 'P' 



Click image to enlarge. 


Though engravers’ signatures are virtually absent on Roman coins, we can 
determine, for example, that in most cases the best engravers worked on obverse 
dies, being that they typically bore the portraits of emperors or members of the 
royal family. Second-tier artists (or trainees?) were relegated to the production of 
reverse dies, except in circumstances were some extraordinary and special types 
were made. 

Each die was hand engraved by an artist, many of whom had their own stylistic 
proclivities. Careful study of the fine details of individual coins sometimes allows 
the work of individual engravers to be identified. While this is difficult to do with 
large issues, small issues from branch mints are more open to engraver 
identification. For example, close study of “Emesa” mint denarii of A.D. 193 to 195 
reveal the work of several different engravers. An examination of sestertii of the 
rebel Postumus (A.D. 260-269) has also revealed the work of several die 
engravers. 

Recently, two coins crossed our desks at NGC Ancients with portraits that almost 
certainly were the work of the same engraver. One was a coin of Valerian II 
(issued soon after his death in A.D. 258), the other a coin of his brother Saloninus 
(Caesar, A.D. 258-260). Both coins were struck at the Cologne (Germany) Mint, 
c.A.D. 258-259. 



left: Double Denarius of Valerian II; right: Double Denarius of Saloninus 

Click images to enlarge. 


The portraits on the two coins are very nearly identical: the ears, eyes, drapery 
and hair lines are all cut with a similar style and the overall portraits are difficult to 
distinguish from one another without reading the legends. 


While it is unlikely we’ll ever know much about the artists who engraved the 


ancient coins we collect today, we are fortunate that some were gracious enough 
to leave us their names. The question remains, though: will collectors 2,000 years 
from now wonder who V.D.B. was? 

Images courtesy of CNG. 
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Counterfeit Detection: Liberty 
Half Eagles 


Posted on 9/13/2016 


These counterfeit gold coins were found unexpectedly among a group of US coins 
freshly returned from Europe. 


It’s well known to collectors that most Nineteenth and Twentieth Century US gold 
coins available to collectors today have “come back” from Europe. Laws enacted 
to strengthen the economy during the Great Depression made it illegal for 
Americans and American corporations to possess monetary gold within the 
continental United States. This law was in force from April 5, 1933 to December 
31, 1974. As a result, during the post-War era a huge number of US gold coins 
were transferred to Europe to settle international accounts. 


Starting in the late 1970s and continuing to this day, a great “repatriation” has 
occurred. Dealers have scoured European banks to find gold coins for the US 
market. The most interesting of these groups contain coins that have sat 
untouched since the 1940s. While some of these coins can appear “dirty” with 
dark high points, the very best of them have a rich orange patina and full mint 
bloom. They are among the most appealing US gold coins available in the 
marketplace. 

NGC is fortunate to be the preferred grading service for US gold coins of this type. 
Relatively frequently, newly discovered mini-hoards are sent to NGC’s office in 
Sarasota for certification before being offered to US-based collectors for the first 
time in their history. It was among one such fresh group of Liberty Half Eagles that 
an interesting discovery was made. 




Counterfeit 1907 Liberty Half Eagle 
Click images to enlarge. 


First, a 1907 $5 with mushy devices was found. Immediately suspicious of its 
authenticity, it was set aside for further study. In many cases, counterfeit US gold 
coins are off-color; they are the wrong orange hue. To graders, who see many 
dozens of these coins every day, this is an obvious tell, allowing them to identify 
counterfeit coins quickly and at arm’s length. This coin, however, had wonderful 
original color, owing to its long storage in near-ideal conditions. It was well- 
matched with other coins in the group. 



Counterfeit 1882 Liberty Half Eagle 
Click images to enlarge. 


Further along in the group, an 1882 $5 was identified with similar characteristics 
and was similarly set aside. When both coins were examined side-by-side, an 
exciting discovery was made: they were struck from the same reverse die! A 
series of unusual lines can be seen through the TAT in STATES. Further, 
repeating depressions are visible on the shield at the center of reverse. These 
depressions were contact marks on a host coin which transferred to the die used 
to strike these coins. Depressions of this type are conclusive evidence that coins 
are counterfeit. 













Red circles compare some of the repeating features identified on the reverses of these counterfeit coins. Can you find 

others? 

Click images to enlarge. 


In total, three more counterfeit coins, two dated 1907 and one more 1882, were 
identified among the many hundreds of genuine Liberty Half Eagles that 
comprised this group. Very seldom are counterfeit coins with this high-level of 
surface quality seen. Interestingly, these coins prove that counterfeit coins had 
entered streams of international commerce. They are old fakes, probably 
unknown by their previous owners. Were it not for the careful review required by 
NGC certification, these coins likely would never have been properly identify for 
generations more. 

Interested in more Counterfeit Detection articles, click here. 
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USA Coin Album: Numismatic 
Lame Ducks 


Posted on 9/13/2016 

In politics, a lame duck is an official whose term of office is concluding and whose 
successor has already been elected, in effect, this person is seen as no longer 
useful. This term has a numismatic application as well. 

Among USA coins there have been many lame ducks, denominations or types 
that have no role in circulation and which have been or should be discontinued. 

Within our current issues, the Presidential and Sacagawea dollars are clearly 
lame ducks, as they’re all but invisible in general circulation. The former series 
has come to its inevitable conclusion, as all deceased presidents have already 
been so honored. Even so, I wouldn’t put it past Congress to find some excuse for 
extending the series to include vice presidents, too. After that may come the 
Secretaries of Agriculture dollars. As for the Sacagawea dollar, it too is now 
coined solely for sale to collectors. Both were initially issued under the pretense of 
being circulating coins, but everyone outside of Congress knows that there will 
never be a circulating dollar coin in this country until production of the paper dollar 
is discontinued. 

It may be argued that the cent is a lame duck issue, too, though it continues to 
make one-way journeys in retail transactions until ending up in ajar, ash tray or 
street gutter. A more obvious candidate for this unenviable title is the poor old half 
dollar. This is a coin that hasn’t been commonly seen in circulation since the 
1960s, though it soldiered on into the 1980s within states that offered legalized 
gambling. When the casinos likewise abandoned these coins by 1990, there was 
nary a half dollar to be seen. It took the US Mint a dozen years to acknowledge 
this fact. Since 2002 half dollar coinage has been limited to the numbers required 
for the Mint’s annual Uncirculated Set, as well as direct sales of rolls and bags to 
collectors. 



While it seems that the present time may be the golden age of lame duck coins, 
the USA has a long tradition of minting unnecessary issues. For instance, the half 
cent was never a popular denomination. Its production was frequently interrupted 
after 1811, only to see brief bursts of minting that took years to distribute. In fact, 
many of the 1828-29 half cents were melted just a few years later, as they’d 
turned unsightly while in storage at the Philadelphia Mint. The new issues of 
1832-35 were sufficient to supply any demand through 1848. When circulating 
coinage resumed in 1849, the numbers minted were so low that the coins were 
little seen. It was only during 1851 and 1853, when silver coins had disappeared 
due to their high bullion value, that half cents enjoyed a brief rise in production. As 
it is, most of the later dates through the end of coinage in 1857 are common in 
Mint State, as they simply sat idle in their own time. 



The silver three-cent 
piece and the silver 
half dime were both 
widely used until 
1862, but the 
introduction of non- 
redeemable paper 
money during the 


Civil War quickly 
drove all gold and 

silver coins from circulation. The fractional silver denominations were replaced 
with small value notes, but these were immensely unpopular. The notes were 
themselves replaced with copper-nickel coins valued at three cents and five cents, 
respectively, and these were readily accepted in commerce. Since Congress 
anticipated that silver coins would soon return to circulation, a small production of 
the silver three-cent and five-cent pieces continued concurrently with their base 
metal replacements for several more years. (This also permitted bullion depositors 
to receive the exact amounts owed them in silver coin.) By 1873 it was obvious to 
all that the copper-nickel coins were firmly entrenched in commerce, and their 
redundant silver equivalents were terminated. 


As federal paper money finally gained value parity with fractional silver coins in 
the mid 1870s, the latter returned in numbers so large that their minting for 
circulation was all but ended from 1879 through 1890. This development 
prompted Congress to re-evaluate the nation’s entire coinage system. By the 
1880s it was apparent that several denominations were no longer being coined in 
numbers that made them useful in general circulation. The copper-nickel three- 
cent piece, which had been a lifeline in the 1860s, was not coined in significant 
























numbers after 
1881. The gold 
dollar had never 


returned to general 
circulation after 
being hoarded for 
its bullion value in 
1861, though it 


remained the 


darling of coin collectors and jewelry 


manufacturers. The three-dollar piece had never been minted in large numbers 
since the first year of issue, 1854, and it too was sought primarily by jewelers. All 
three were discontinued after 1889, leaving the US Mint with just two base-metal 
denominations and four each of silver and gold. 

Gold coins never returned to general circulation in most of the nation after the 
Civil War. They continued to circulate in the West until 1917, when World War I led 
to a lapse in the gold standard. Westerners learned to use paper money, and after 
that time gold coins were no longer seen in daily commerce. Quarter eagles 
remained popular with persons wanting to give the coins as gifts on special 
occasions, the old Coronet Liberty type being available only at a slight premium. 
Both the quarter and half eagle were discontinued after 1929, but by then all 
United States gold coins had become lame ducks. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly In The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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Chinese Pandas: Setting the Bar 
High in Shenyang 

Posted by Peter Anthony on 9/13/2016 


For its 120th anniversary, the Shenyang Mint has unveiled numerous 
commemorative items, including a half-kilogram silver bar with an enchanting 
panorama of images from three decades of Panda coins. 


It is late August and summer is already waning in northern China. Under a brilliant 
blue sky with a cool breeze in my face, I walk down Chang'An Lu. In a few months 
this boulevard will be blanketed in snow. Follow it far enough and it leads to the 
Imperial Palace, or Forbidden City. On the way there you will pass the Shenyang 
Mint, which dates back to imperial times. 


A quartet of high school age boys walk along side me. All four wear identical 
outfits; white shirts and black nylon pants. They chatter about whatever it is that 
high school boys discuss; probably studies, as there is only occasional laughter. 
The five of us carefully cross a small street named Dongbiancheng Lu. From here 
it is a stone’s throw to the front of the Mint. 


Among the three government mints in China that strike gold and silver Pandas 
and other commemorative coins, Shenyang is the oldest. It opened its doors in 
1896 during the Qing (pronounced Ching) Dynasty. One hundred and twenty 
years later it is still going strong, which is more than can be said for the Qings. To 
mark this event the Mint rebuilt its outer gate to match the original structure. 
Decorated in brilliant shades of blue and red with gold accents, the gate signals 
that there is something special inside. There is. 




Shenyang Mint Gate and Commemorative Bars 
Click image to enlarge. 


The Shenyang Mint produces scores of different gold and silver commemorative 
coins, as well as millions of circulating coins each year. Their art department is 
among the best in the world. Just a few of the Pandas that were designed here 
are the 1985 and 2006, as well as the 2002 kilo 20th Anniversary, the 2012 50 
Yuan 1/10 oz. gold 30th Anniversary and the 2012 2000 Yuan 5 oz. gold 30th 
Anniversary. 

The 120th anniversary celebration carries on this tradition of Pandas coins. 
Available now, or very soon, are 2016 8 gram gold and 30 gram silver Pandas that 
have the added words “The 120th Anniversary of the Shenyang Mint. Co, Ltd.” 
This set was first put on public display at a press conference on August 18 inside 
the Mint. 

These were not the only items unveiled. There are two new bronze medals 
(without Pandas) and two beautiful new pieces of collector currency: one with 5 
grams of silver on it and the other with 1 gram of gold. Struck on a polymer base, 
the design features the new Shenyang Mint gate and dazzles when held at an 
angle to light. 

The main attraction at the conference, however, was a special treat for Panda 
collectors. Woven together into a single enchanting panorama are images from 
three decades of Panda coins. They are struck onto a half-kilogram .999 silver 
commemorative bar. It is a sort of greatest hits parade. Collectors will recognize 
many of their favorite designs. 


The reverse side shows the new gate together with the oldest building inside the 












Shenyang Mint. The designs are by Ms. Chang Huan, widely respected as one of 
the best coin artists in China. The bar is antiqued and stands out in size and 
design from any previous official Chinese silver or gold Panda commemorative. 
Mintage is expected to be a modest 1,000 with no definite delivery date, yet. So 
even as the weather cools down in Shenyang, numismatists can expect the mint 
to keep the numismatic scene toasty. 

Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particular focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 
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NCS Conservation: Special 
Concerns For Gold Coins 


Posted on 9/13/2016 

Although gold coins are less impacted by environmental effects than silver and 
copper coins, they are not completely impervious to such damage. 

Even though gold is the most stable metal typically used to make coins, a gold 
coin or one that is mostly gold is not impervious to the perils of poor long-term 
storage. Problems common to silver or copper coins such as environmental 
damage are much rarer with gold coins, but problems can still develop. Whether 
the coin is US or world, modern or classic, uncirculated or worn, professional 
conservation can often help. 

One of the most common problems to appear on the surface of classic gold coins 
are small reddish spots commonly referred to as gold spots or copper spots. A 
result of slight variations in the alloy, these spots develop over time and become 
more noticeable due to environmental reactions. Removal requires precision to 
reduce or eliminate the spot while maintaining the coin's original surface, which is 
crucial in grading. 



1924 $20 Obverse With Red Spots 
(I) Before;(r) After NCS Conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 





Gold coins, as well as coins of other metals, can develop unsightly residues due 
to years of improper storage. Of particular note is a common type of red-to-orange 
surface residue. This particular residue has a thick, opaque appearance and red 
and orange color much like oxidized iron. Careful removal is imperative to prevent 
damaging the coin's original surface underneath. 

Modern gold coins have their own unique challenges in terms of conservation. 
Modern gold coins can develop the red and orange gold spots or copper spots. As 
with classic coins, the origins of these spots are in the mint's production process 
and develop through time and improper storage. Removal of these spots by 
professional conversation can result in a coin bright and free of blemishes. 



China 1993 Scalloped 100 Yuan Obverse With Red Spots and Haze 
(I) Before;(r) After NCS Conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


Modern gold coins can also develop residues due to improper storage. Some of 
these residues are a result of original mint packaging that is often not air-tight 
and/or contains polyvinyl chloride (PVC), a chemical now known to slowly leach 
onto the surfaces of a coin and leave heavy green residues or corrosion. 
Conservation of residues on modern coins must be performed carefully to not 
scratch the delicate, original surface. 








Jersey 1987 Gold Pound Obverse With Residue 
(I) Before;(r) After NCS Conservation 

NCS Conservation completely removed the haze without damaging the underlying surface. 

Click images to enlarge. 


Professional conservation of gold coins can improve a coin's eye appeal and the 
chance of grading optimally. 

Some modern coins are eligible for evaluation, conservation and 
grading/encapsulation by NGC for as little as $28 per coin. For a list of NCS 
Conservation tiers and services, click here. 

NCS is an independent member of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1870 
Proof Half Dollar Silver Pattern 
J-982, P-1102 

Posted on 9/6/2016 

Pattern coins are among the most exotic entries in the United States series. 

They represent tests of new designs, compositions or denominations. By their 
very nature, pattern coins are produced in extremely small numbers, and those of 
recent decades have not become available to collectors. 



This pattern half dollar was produced as part of a planned silver coinage of 
reduced weight. It was hoped that such coins would circulate freely at a time of 
devalued paper money following the Civil War. The plan was abandoned leaving 
only the splendid patterns. This one, by William Barber, was coined in silver with a 
plain edge. Its a rare variety, one rated R7 (4-12 known) by Andrew Pollock III in 
his standard reference on this series. Its bold strike is combined with brilliant, 
pristine surfaces and sumptuous, multicolor toning in a dazzling display of 
numismatic art. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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